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ancient library attached to the church in the
mining village where at one time the family lived,
he borrowed the Voyages of Captain Cook, which
" awakened a sense of wonder at the world's
vastness and gave me an interest in native races,"
which did not lessen as time went on. Scottish
Worthies, which told of the Covenanters, and a
Life of William Wallace made him a " hater of
official tyranny and injustice, and very tolerant
of all who were fighting for conscience* sake-even
where my conscience does not approve of the
object."
That last clause illustrated his very unusual
fairness of mind. He could honour anyone who
fought for any cause fervently believed in, how-
ever little it might appeal to him. He was
magnanimous enough to respect Gladstone for
declining to make his acquaintance. " I was
more than sick at the time of the attempts made
to rope me in [to the Liberal Party of which
Gladstone was leader] and it came as a relief to
find that the man who had most at stake would
not even appear to descend to such tactics as
some of his followers made their nightly practice."
When Hardie was sixteen a friend gave him
Sartor Resartus. He read it three times before he
got a grip on Carlyle's meaning. Then he felt
he was " in the presence of some great power, the
meaning of which I could only guess at."1 Next,
by the light of a collier's lamp in his tiny attic,
he went through Past and Present, and The French
1 " Books that have Influenced Me," Review of Reviews.